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Work ano Workers. 

Another work upon the History of the Church during the First Six Cen- 
turies, by Archdeacon Cheetham, is soon to be published by Macmillans, add- 
ing to the already long list. 

The excellent work which Rev. Buchanan Blake is doing for the Old 
Testament in his series of books entitled How to Read the Prophets is further 
extended by the appearance of his fourth volume upon Ezekiel. 

Cassells have made a good contribution to Biblical Introduction by separ- 
ating the various introductions to the books as found in Ellicott's Handy Com- 
mentary to the Old and New Testaments, and publishing them by themselves 
in two volumes. 

A series of articles which will awaken unusual interest and thought will 
be begun in the April number of the Expository Times. The subject is The 
Theology of Isaiah, and the author is Professor A. B. Davidson, of New Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, whose Book of Job in the Cambridge Bible series, and Book 
of Hebrews in the Handbooks for Bible Classes series, are well known. 

A fourth edition of Dr. Scrivener's Introduction to the Criticism of the 
New Testament is about to be published. The new editor is Rev. Edward Miller, 
formerly Fellow and Tutor of New College, Oxford. The work is greatly 
enlarged, and will be in two volumes, Bell & Sons, London, publishers. The 
third edition is now ten years old, so that there was abundant occasion for a 
revision of the work, and the best efforts have been put forth to bring the work 
up to date. 

A new volume in the Theological Educator series (Whittaker, New York) 
is out, and is upon a theme which will attract attention. It is The Theology 
of the New Testament, by Professor W. F. Adeney, M.A., who occupies the 
chair of New Testament Introduction, History and Exegesis in New Col- 
lege, London. Its success will be assured if it proves itself deserving of a 
place by the side of other works in the same series contributed by Professors 
Dods, Moule, Warfield, Wright, Simcox, and other scholars. 

A new Dictionary of the Syriac Language will shortly be published by 
T. & T. Clark (Edinburgh), in conjunction with a Berlin house. The Diction- 
ary is being prepared by Dr. C. Brockelmann, of Breslau, and will contain an 
Introduction by Professor Noeldeke. It is to comprise some eight hundred 
quarto pages, and will be printed from new type by Drugulin of Leipzig. It 
will probably be issued in parts, as has now become customary in the first 
appearance of dictionaries, and Part I. will be ready this summer. 
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The original language of the Fourth Book of Esdras was Greek, but 
this is not now extant. The current English translation of the work is from a 
Latin version, and there were also other translations of it into other tongues. 
Professor Dobie, of Edinburgh, is preparing a critical edition of the Ethiopic 
version of the writing. He has at his hand a large number of manuscripts of 
this version, ten or more of them belonging to the British Museum alone, while 
others are found in the libraries of Paris and Berlin. The work will be 
acceptable. 

It is always a triumph for the general public when some important work 
which has been held at an inaccessibly high figure is at last put upon the 
market at a reasonable price. Professor Jowett's Notes and Dissertations on 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians, Galatians and Romans, though not of first 
importance in their department, is yet a work which one may profitably con- 
sult. The announcement therefore is gratifying that a new edition of this 
work, in two volumes (Murray, London) will soon appear, edited by Professor 
Lewis Campbell. The original material has been condensed, but probably 
not to the disadvantage of the reader. 

With its January number, The Thinker entered upon its third year, and 
makes itself even more indispensable to the biblical scholar. The ninety-six 
pages of each issue contain valuable contributions to the study of the Bible 
and theology. Dr. Gloag is publishing a series of articles upon the Synoptic 
Problem, Dr. Stalker upon the Book of Enoch, and Professor Roberts upon 
Some Prominent Difficulties in the Gospels. Each number also contains 
abstracts of ten or twelve of the leading articles in this department which 
are appearing in current issues of the leading American, Canadian, English, 
German, French and other journals. A department has this year been added 
which treats of the Sunday School Lessons. 

Last September, Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Maine, took the 
step which the Western Seminaries have many of them taken in establishing 
an English Department for the training of those who cannot, for lack of col- 
lege preparation, pursue the regular course. The new arrangement was of 
course experimental, but the results have been such as to show its need, and 
now all signs point to the permanence of the department. Professor George 
W. Gilmore, of Brooklyn, N. Y., was engaged as instructor, to have charge of 
the biblical work of the Department. He was graduated from Princeton Col- 
lege in 1883, and from Union Theological Seminary in 1886. He has in 
preparation, for publication during the summer, a work entitled The Johan- 
nean Problem: a resume of the affirmative argument, intended for the gen- 
eral public. 

A new, revised edition of Professor Driver's Life and Times of Isaiah 
has been issued. The changes are not many, but are of interest. The pro- 
phecy in chapters 24-27 was in the first edition assigned to the period imme- 
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diately before the Babylonian Captivity ; it is now transferred to the early 
years after the return, a change already announced in his Introduction to the 
Literature of the Old Testament. The prophecy 21 : l-io, regarded still in 
the text as belonging possibly to the time of Isaiah, is further discussed in the 
appendix, where it is thought probably to date from a later period. The 
treatment of the prophecies concerning Edom in chapters 34-35 has been 
partly rewritten, and a more definite opinion has been expressed about the date. 
Minor additions are made at various points, and an appendix discusses recent 
views about the dates of a number of the prophecies. Two new and useful 
indexes have been added, an index of subjects and an index of texts. 

The sixth series of the Expositor's Bible is now complete by the appear- 
ance of Professor Lumby's volume upon The Epistles of St. Peter. The seventh 
series, to be issued during the present year, is already begun, the first number 
to appear being Principal H. C. G. Moule's volume upon The Epistle to the 
Romans. His contribution to the Cambridge Bible series upon the same 
Epistle will bespeak a welcome for this latest work. The next numbers to be 
issued will be The Second Book of Kings, by Archdeacon Farrar ; The First 
Book of Chronicles, by Professor W. H. Bennett ; The Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, by Rev. James Denney. These three volumes may be expected 
by the middle of the year. After them will come The Book of Numbers, by 
Rev. R. A. Watson, and Psalms, Vol. III., by Dr. Alex. Maclaren. The 
series has now covered the entire New Testament, and the most important 
part of the Old Testament, the Prophetic Books from Ezekiel on, being still 
unprepared, also a scattering few less prominent books. In a year or two 
more the great and useful work will be complete. 

The Expository Times notices with commendation the prominence and 
care that are given to the book review department of the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Review. To many of its readers this feature must be the most inter- 
esting and valuable portion of the magazine. In these days of innumerable 
books the only hope for the non-professional man, or indeed for many who 
may well be called professional, is in the competent and candid reviews of the 
new works by scholars in the respective departments. The latest publications 
upon a subject ought to be, and sometimes are, the best. How shall one know 
whether a new book is worthy of one's purchase ? By ascertaining what the 
new book contains, what the point of view is from which it was written, what 
its relation is to previous works upon the same subject, and what the 
consensus of opinion is among scholars as to the correctness and usefulness 
of the book. The periodical which gives this information concisely and 
promptly will be estimated at its true worth, and the Review deserves the good 
things said of it on this score by the English contemporary. 

A new work is about to be published by the Palestine Exploration Fund 
(Watt & Son, London), which promises to become one of the most popular of 
the many books hitherto issued by that Society. It is entitled A Mound of 
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Many Cities, or Tell el Hesy Excavated. The author is Mr. F. J. Bliss, M.A., 
of America, who carried to completion the work of investigation which Pro- 
fessor Flinders Petrie started at this point. The results of the excavation of 
this Tell, or Mound, the first to be unearthed in Palestine, are full of interest. 
It contains the remains certainly of eight, probably of eleven, cities which were 
successively built upon the same site, one upon the ruins of the other, dur- 
ing the long period from 2000 B. C. to 400 B. C. The last city, destroyed 
about the latter date, was not rebuilt, and the mound, grass-grown, has 
remained unoccupied and undisturbed until this work of excavation was begun. 
The broken pottery and other remains found on the various levels indicate 
the approximate dates of the several buried cities. A cuneiform letter on a 
clay tablet was found which is important, being a communication from the Gov- 
ernor of Lachish to the Egyptian Pharoah, written by Zimradi (or Zimride), 
who is mentioned in the Tell el Amarna tablets as Governor of Lachish, and 
who was murdered by the servants of the Pharoah. The book will be illus- 
trated by over two hundred and fifty pictures of plans, elevations and exca- 
vated relics. 

At the University of Pennsylvania, during February and March, a course 
of eight Readings in English from the Hebrew Prophets was given by Pro- 
fessor Morris Jastrow. The purpose of the series was to illustrate the histor- 
ical and archaeological data furnished by the prophetical books of the Old 
Testament. The plan pursued was to select a chapter from the writings of 
some prophet as the basis for the hour's study, introduce it with some general 
remarks on the salient traits in style and thought of the writer, and then give 
a fresh translation of the original with explanations of terms and phrases. 
This was followed by an interpretation of the chapter. The historical situa- 
tion was brought out, with the aid of the historical records of the nations with 
whom the Hebrews were thrown in contact. The bearings of recent researches 
and explorations in the Orient formed a prominent feature of the lectures, and 
the collections in the University Museum and Library furnished many illus- 
trations. Some of the selections brought out the popular views of the Hebrews 
regarding life after death, Canaanitish and Syrian worship, and phases of 
social life among the ancient eastern peoples. The several topics of the 
Readings were as follows: (1) Isaiah, chaps. 15 and 16, main theme Israel 
and Moab ; (2) Jeremiah, chap. 48, main theme Judah and Moab ; (3) Isaiah, 
chaps. 13 and 45, main theme Popular Conceptions of Life after Death ; (4) 
Isaiah, chap. 5, main theme Israel and Yahwe ; (5) Amos, chaps. 1-6, main 
theme Samaria's Sins ; (6) Ezekiel, chaps. 16— 1 8, main theme Semitic Modes 
of Worship ; (7) Jeremiah, chap. 32, main theme Phases of Social Life in 
Palestine ; (8) Micah, chaps. 2-4, main theme Before and After the Exile. 
The work was distinctly popular in its character, and the good attendance 
and large interest suggested the wisdom of extending the series of Readings 
at a later time. 



